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Legal Update 

Simultaneous Meetings 

 Many Ohio community school 
boards of directors serve as the 
governing authority for multiple 
schools.  Often these boards meet 
on the same day and even at the 
same time.  This practice has been 
common since the inception of 
charters in Ohio more than 20 
years ago. 
 

It is well-recognized throughout the 
state that running concurrent 
meetings is an efficient use of 
board member time and charter 
school resources.  Similar reporting 
and updates make simultaneous 
meetings logical and avoid 
unnecessary duplication for all 
stakeholders.   
 

Recently, the Auditor of State 
issued findings for recovery against 
a group of board members who 
were receiving stipends for 
meetings held simultaneously for 
multiple schools.  Notably, these 
particular boards were not keeping 
clear separation of the differing 
schools.  For example, only one set 
of minutes was being kept for 
multiple schools.  Nonetheless,  
 
  

 

such audit findings are potentially 
cause for concern for any Ohio 
charter school board which is 
holding contemporaneous meetings 
and receiving stipends from each 
school.  
 
Responses to inquiries with the AOS 
about the breadth of this new 
interpretation have indicated that 
board members could be 
responsible for repaying stipends 
they receive for meetings held at the 
same time.   
 
Thus, while this office opines that 
this interpretation is inaccurate and 
the law clearly allows, and has 
always allowed, concurrent 
meetings and stipends for such, 
boards should consider holding 
meetings with different start times, 
separate agendas and meeting 
materials  (and minutes, which this 
office has always advised).  This 
office will work with any client school 
to make such changes if your board 
desires. 
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K-3 Suspension 
& Expulsions 

 
Heading into the 2019-2020 
school year, schools need to 

keep in mind law passed 
last year which limits 

suspensions and expulsions 
for students in grades pre-
kindergarten through third.   

 
Generally, the new law 
prohibits schools from 

suspending or expelling 
students in these early 
grades.  The law does 

provide for exceptions for 
the most extreme behaviors 
such as bringing a gun or 

knife to school or a school-
related event, making a 

bomb threat, or for 
committing an act that is a 

criminal offense when 
committed by an adult and 

which results in serious 
physical harm to a person or 
property while the student is 

on school property. 
    

While not explicitly included 
in the law, the state is 

recognizing a multi-year 
phase-in for schools to 

become compliant with the 
new restrictions.  For this 

school year, schools will be 
considered compliant so 

long as the number of 
students in grades pre-

kindergarten through third 
who are suspended or 

expelled for reasons other 
than the exceptions is 25% 
less than the number the 

school suspended or 
expelled in 2018-2019. 
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Title I Parent Meeting 
Each school served by Title 
I, (ESSA) must hold an  
annual meeting about the 
program. (The largest federal 
aid program for K-12 
schools, which provides 
financial assistance to 
schools with high numbers of 
economically disadvantaged 
students to help ensure that 
all children meet state 
academic standards.)  If your 
school is school-wide Title I, 
all parents must be invited.  
While the meeting is not 
required to occur in the fall, 
the start of the school year is 
a good opportunity to hold 
these meetings in connection 
with open houses or other 
kick-off events.   
conferences.   
middle and high schools, 
provides financial assistance 
to schools with high numbers 
or high percentages of poor 
children to help ensure that 
all children meet challenging 
state academic standards.   

  

Annual Reports  
Each year by October 31st 
every community school is 
required to provide an annual 
report to the sponsor and 
parents of students enrolled 
at the school. 
 
This annual report must 
include information on the 
activities of the schools, the 
progress in meeting the 
academic goals and state 
standards, as well as the 
financial status of the school. 
 
Annual Reports can also 
include other helpful 
information such as: mission 
statement, board member 
names, administrator and 
school contact information.   
 

Title of One of the Topics  
Constitution Day 
Schools that receive federal 
funding must plan an 
education program 
celebrating Constitution Day 
each year, observing the day 
in 1787 that our nation’s 
leaders signed the U.S. 
Constitution. This year’s 
observation will be Tuesday, 
September 17th. 
 

Career Tech Middle Grade 
Waiver 
Schools are required to 
provide career-technical 
education for middle grades. 
However, boards may adopt 
and submit to ODE by Sept. 
30 of each year a resolution 
that specifies the intent not to 
provide such for 7th & 8th 
grades for that school year.  

Q & A 
 

 
Q: I recall that around this time 
last year, our board passed a 
resolution about exceeding 
testing limitations.  Is that 
something we need to repeat? 
 
A:  Beginning in the 2017-2018 
school year schools must ensure 
that students are not spending more 
than 2% of the school year taking 
school-wide or state assessments 
nor more than 1% of the year 
preparing (taking practice or 
diagnostic tests).  

 

 

 
The law allows boards to hold a public 
hearing to consider exceeding these 
limitations after which a board can 
resolve to, in fact, exceed the time 
percentages.   
 
The requirement to hold the meeting 
and pass a resolution seems to be an 
annual one for each school year your 
school intends to or believes testing 
and test-preparation will go beyond the 
statutory limits.  As such, your board 
should consider holding the hearing at 

one of your fall meetings.   
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Annual Budget 
& 5-Year 
Forecast 

 
 

Each community school 
governing authority must 
work with the fiscal officer 
to develop an annual 
budget.  The budget must 
be adopted by the board 
and submitted to your 
sponsor for submission to 
the state by October 31st 
The budget must follow the 
format established by the 
Ohio Department of 
Education and Auditor of 
State.   
 
Some of the costs required 
to be included are:  

 Administrative costs for 
the school as a whole 

 Instructional services 
costs for each category 
of service provided to 
students (reported in 
terms of average 
expenditure per pupil) 

 Instructional support 
services, such as 
speech pathologists, 
aides, librarians  

 Administrative support 
services 

 Extracurricular costs 
 

Additionally, a 5-year 
forecast  which includes 
this year’s budget and  
projections of the ensuing 
four fiscal years must be 
submitted by November 
30th.   
 
This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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