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 The state budget distributes school 
foundation aid in 3 ways:  
 

(1) basic foundation funding: saw 
no change from the past fiscal year, 
so the amount will remain at $6,020 
per brick and mortar community 
school student for both years of the 
budget. 
 

(2) Student Wellness & Success 
Funds initiative (SWSF): these are 
new funds based on the number of 
students educated according to a 
sliding scale based on federal 
census poverty data. The per pupil 
amounts range from $20 to $250 
per pupil in FY 2020 and from $30 
to $360 per pupil in FY 2021. Every 
community school is guaranteed to 
receive a minimum of $25,000 in 
FY 2020 and $36,000 in FY 2021. 
Schools are required to use the 
SWSF funds for certain services 
that address the non-academic 
barriers to student success 
(trauma, homelessness, mental 
health). Schools are also required 
to coordinate with at least one 
community partner in utilizing 
SWSF funds and report annually on 
how these funds were spent. 
 

 

 
(3) the third component provides 
additional funds for districts 
experiencing enrollment growth 
between FY 2016 and FY 2019.  
 
The budget increased facility 
funding for charters by $4 million for 
a total of $20.6 million per year.  
Facilities funding for brick and 
mortar charters will increase in the 
2nd year of the biennium from the 
current $200 to $250 per student.   
 
The budget also provides $30 
million per year for the newly 
established Quality Community 
School Support Initiative. This 
funding will be distributed on a per 
pupil basis to each community 
school designated as a “Community 
School of Quality”: $1,000 for each 
student or $1,750 for each student 
who is designated as economically 
disadvantaged. 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Biennium Budget Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  p ub l i c a t i o n  b y   
A my  G oo ds o n  Co . ,  LL C .  
f o r  O h i o  Co mmu n i ty  
S ch o o l  Bo a rd  m em be rs  

 

© Copyright 2019  Amy Goodson Co., LLC 

 
Au g u s t  2 0 19  

 

 

Automatic 
Closure 

 
Probably the most impactful 
charter school change in HB 
166, the Budget Bill, is the 
change to the criteria for 

automatically closing 
charters.  The bill increases 

the number of times a 
charter school must receive 
a state report card grade of 

F on specified graded 
measures before it must 

close.  Rather than looking 
at two of the three most 
recent school years, a 

community school must now 
receive an F on specified 

measures for three 
consecutive years before 
being subject to automatic 

closure. 
 

H.B. 166 also requires ODE 
to publish by October 1st of 
each year a list of charter 

schools subject to automatic 
closure and at risk of 
becoming subject to 
automatic closure. 

 This 3 year evaluation 
brings charter accountability 
closer in line with traditional 
public school districts which 

if they receive three 
consecutive Fs on state 

report cards are deemed to 
be in “academic distress”.  
By law, that designation 

places a district in a position 
to be taken over by the 

state.  However, the budget 
bill placed a moratorium on 
state takeovers of districts 
while legislators consider 

alternatives.   



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY 

JOURNAL OF 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY 

I S S U E  

00 

Correspondingly, ODE will 
be required to recalculate 
sponsor ratings for 2017-18 
to account for changes in the 
DOPR school report cards, 
as the recalculations could 
have had an impact on how 
a sponsor scored on the 
academic portion of the 
Sponsor Performance 
Review. 
 
Lastly, the new law requires 
the state board to organize a 
committee to study DOPR 
schools offering blended 
learning, portfolio learning, or 
credit flexibility and to 
provide recommendations on 
report card ratings within six 
months.  

  

HB 166 changes the dropout 
prevention and recovery 
report card measure from the 
percentage of 12th grade 
students who attained the 
passing score on all high 
school applicable 
assessments to the 
percentage who have 
attained the cumulative 
performance score on end of 
course exams.  
 
Former law only included 
students’ test scores in the 
school’s report card if the 
student had earned 21 
points, despite the fact that 
students met graduation 
requirements with only 18 
cumulative points.   

Title of One of the Topics  

ODE will be required to 
recalculate the 2017-18 
report cards for DOPR 
schools using the new state 
test passage rate measure.  
Likewise, ODE will be 
required to use the new 
measure in calculating the 
2018-19 DOPR ratings.   
 
Beginning with the 2019-20 
school year, the new law 
prohibits closure of DOPR 
schools based on 2017-18 
and 2018-19 report card 
calculations if the school’s 
overall ratings would have 
changed to “meets 
standards” or “exceeds 
standards” under the new 
test passage calculation. 

Q & A 
 

 
Q: Did the budget bill change 
teacher licensure requirements? 
 
A:  Yes, HB 166 eliminates the 
requirement that community school 
teachers providing instruction in 
core subject areas be “properly 
certified or licensed” to teach in the 
subject areas and grade levels in 
which they provide instruction. 
 
Similarly, the bill eliminates the 
requirement that community school 
paraprofessionals employed by  

 

 

 
a program supported with federal Title I 
funds be “properly certified” in order to 
provide academic support in core 
subject areas. 
 
This is a welcome change for many 
charters that have experienced 
difficulty in securing staff in recent 
years.  Community school teachers and 
paraprofessionals still must have a 
license, permit, or certification to 
provide instruction, but they no longer 
will be required to be “properly 
certified” in any specific subject area 
or grade levels. 
 

 
 

HB 166 – DOPR Changes 
 

  

 
 
 

Auditor of State 
Community 

School Training 

 
The Ohio Auditor’s office 

will be providing this year’s 
annual Community School 
Training on August 14th.  

 
This full-day training is free 

of charge and offers 
training in topics such as: 
accountability, preparing 

for audit, and a legal 
update focused on Ohio 

community schools.  
 

Register here: 
https://www.ohioauditor.go
v/trainings/registration.html  

 
Wednesday, August 14th 

8:55 AM - 4:55 PM  
OH Dept of Transportation 

1980 W. Broad St. 
Columbus, OH 

 
While the Auditor’s training 

is not focused solely on 
governing authority issues, 
the training can help fulfill 
annual sponsor contract 
training requirements.  
Keep in mind that in 
addition to on-going 
training - new board 

members may be required 
to complete specific 

training within defined 
timeframes.  Check with 

legal counsel for your 
contract’s specific 

requirements.   
 

This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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