
    

Legal Update 

School Funding Plan 

 Ohio House Representatives Robert 
Cupp and John Patterson have been 
developing a plan over the past 
several years to restructure school 
funding. 
 

The plan, which is now being 
considered in the House as part of 
the state biennial budget, proposes 
to create a formula that more evenly 
shares the funding burden between 
the state and local districts. The 
current formula for calculating state 
aid is based on property values and 
resident wealth and often is criticized 
as being overly favorable to certain 
districts and punitive to others.  
Patterson and Cupp tout their plan 
as a simplified and more uniform 
approach to calculating state aid, 
while still considering property value 
and income. 
 
The plan has been met with mixed 
reactions. Charter school 
proponents are concerned with a 
provision of the plan that would 
directly fund charters, rather than 
have the money flow through 
students’ home districts as it 
currently does.  The concern is that 

 
a line item in the state budget would 
allow a future governor (one who 
opposes charter schools altogether) 
to easily veto any funding to charters.  
(Currently, the state first counts 
students as part of their resident 
district and then transfers funds 
designated for those students from 
the district to the charter school the 
student attends.) 
 

The proposal also includes changes 
to districts transportation 
responsibilities.  Under the plan a 
district would only be required to bus 
students to charters and private 
schools within the district’s 
geographical boundaries.  Currently 
districts are required to bus students 
residing in their district to their schools 
of choice within a thirty minute drive.  
This change would have a significant 
detrimental impact on charter school 
students’ ability to get to school. 
 
Whether this plan will be incorporated 
into HB 166, the budget bill, by the 
June 30th deadline remains to be 
seen. 
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Sunshine Law 
Training 

Requirement 
 

All community school 
board members in Ohio 

are required to 
participate in sunshine 

law training every school 
year. 

Most sponsors have 
requested that 

documentation of the 
completed training be 
submitted prior to the 

end of May.   

If you have not 
participated in sunshine 
law training yet, you may 

attend a webinar 
provided by the Ohio 
Attorney General at 

https://sunshinelaw.ohioa
ttorneygeneral.gov/. 

Amy Goodson Co., LLC  
will also provide training 
on May 21, 2019 at 6:00 
PM and May 24, 2019 at 
10:00 AM.  If you would 
like to participate in this 
webinar, please email 

Becky Enz at 
Becky@amygoodsonlaw.

com for the link to the 
training.  

https://sunshinelaw.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
https://sunshinelaw.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
mailto:Becky@amygoodsonlaw.com
mailto:Becky@amygoodsonlaw.com
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Ohio Senate Bill 102 
proposes to establish a 
dyslexia screening program 
Under this bill, schools would 
be required to conduct early 
screenings and provide 
intervention services for 
children with risk factors for 
dyslexia. Each school district 
would screen children six 
years old and younger.  

 
Schools would then notify the 
parent or guardian of any 
student suspected of having 
dyslexia of the eligibility for 
intervention services. Each 
parent or guardian must 
voluntarily and knowingly 
consent to the intervention. 

Ohio House Bill 111  
proposes requiring schools 
that receive a request for 
records for a student that 
has transferred to transmit 
the records (or a statement 
that they have no records) 
within five school days after 
receiving the request.   
 

Ohio House Bill 132  would 
require schools to notify 
parents of immunization 
exemptions for school 
attendance. Schools 
currently must notify parents 
of the requirements, but not 
of the exemptions, which 
include religious conviction 
statements or medical 
contraindications.   

Title of One of the Topics  

Ohio House Bill 118 would 
prevent  school districts, 
after the first day of the 
school year, from reducing 
student transportation it had 
opted to provide.  Once 
transportation has been  
provided as of the first day of 
the school year, that 
transportation would be 
required to remain for the 
remainder of the school 
year.    
 
HB 118 would also prevent a 
district from levying a new 
tax or renewing an existing 
tax for that school year if the 
district reduced the number 
of bus routes or reduced the 
transportation it provides. 
 
. Q & A 

 

Q: Are there changes to the Drop 
Out Recovery school report 
cards? 
 
A:  Ohio continues refining how to 
evaluate the academic performance of 
drop out recovery schools. With the 
implementation of the Dropout 
Recovery Report Card in full swing, all 
of the components and indicators are 
reported.  This change in the report  
card was received with mixed reviews. 
While the report card provides 
information to stakeholders, 
advocates urge that adjustments in 
the report card composition are 
needed to understand  
Currently, the State Board’s Education 
 

 

 
needed as fewer schools may now meet 
the state graduation standards. 
Currently, the State Board’s Education 
Accountability & Continuous 
Improvement Committee is reviewing the 
Dropout Prevention and Recovery Rules 
on proposed changes of the report card 
graduation benchmarks. The committee 
is expected to present a resolution to the 
full State Board in June.  In addition, as 
the House continues its committee 
hearings on HB 166, amendments are 
being proposed to change the drop out 
recovery school report card measure on 
percentage of 12th grader students 

passing graduation assessments.  

 
 

Pending Legislation 
 

  

 
 
 

Charter Mergers 
 

 

House Bill 166, if passed, 
would place new 
restrictions on Ohio charter 
schools’ ability to merge. 
 
No charter school would be 
allowed to merge with one 
or more other charter 
schools if the school has 
met the criteria for 
automatic closure for at 
least one of the two most 
recent school years.  If a 
school has been notified of 
the sponsor’s intent to 
terminate or non-renew for 
reasons as specified in RC 
3314.07, the school will not 
be allowed to merge with 
another school.  

 
Two or more community 
schools may merge upon 
the adoption of a resolution 
by the board and such 
merger will take effect on 
July 1 of the year specified 
in the resolution. 
 
The school must provide 
information, including which 
school shall be designated 
the surviving entity, to ODE. 
The surviving entity must 
enter into a new contract 
with the sponsor. Sponsors 
will not be able to assign the 
existing contract to the 
sponsor of the surviving 
school, nor will a sponsor 
be able to assume an 
existing contract. 

 
 

This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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