
    

Legal Update 

Absence Alert 

 On April 5, 2019 schools will be 
required to begin complying with the 
new absence alert provisions of Ohio 
House Bill 66, also referred to as the 
Alianna DeFreeze law.   
 
The new legislation requires school 
to contact the parent, guardian or 
other person having care of a 
student absent without legitimate 
excuse within 120 minutes after the 
start of each school day. 
 
The attempt to contact the student’s 
parent or guardian must be made 
through one of the following: 
 

 A telephone call by person 

 An automated telephone call via 
a system that includes 
verification that each call was 
actually placed, and either the 
call was answered by the 
intended recipient or a voice mail 
was left  

 A notification sent through the 
school’s automated student 
information system 

 A text-based communication sent 
to the parent’s electronic wireless 
device 

 

 A notification sent to the e-mail 
address of the parent  

 An in-person visit to the student’s 
residence 

 Other notification procedure 
adopted by board resolution 

 
If the parent or guardian notifies the 
school of the student’s absence 
within 120 minutes of the start of 
school day, the school has no further 
obligation regarding notification. 
 
HB 66’s alert requirements do not 
apply to home-based, online, or 
internet or computer-based 
instruction.  The requirement also 
does not apply to students not 
expected to be in attendance due to 
off-campus activities, such as 
college credit plus programming. 
 
Notably, this law specifies that 
schools and school officials are not 
liable in civil actions for injury or 
death arising out of any employee’s 
action or inaction in good faith 
compliance with this section. 
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High School 
Graduation 

Requirement 
Proposed 
Changes 

 

The Ohio State Board of 
Education recently 
endorsed a plan to 
provide new graduation 
requirements which will 
provide additional options 
for students to earn a high 
school diploma. 

The board’s proposal 
would require students to 
demonstrate knowledge 
and skills in five areas:  
English, math, 
technology; other 
academic areas; and 
leadership, reasoning 
and social skills.  
Students would 
demonstrate these skills 
through tests and other 
measures. 

The board suggested 
emphasizing career 
advising, work-based 
learning, and industry 
recognized credentials. 

While the state board 
recommended these new 
requirements begin with 
the class of 2022, the final 
decision will rest with the 
state legislature.  



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY 

JOURNAL OF 

INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY 

I S S U E  

00 

Out of state educators who 
currently hold a license from 
another state can apply for a 
one-year out-of-state license 
while they meet Ohio’s 
requirements. 
 
Other candidates, including 
those currently holding a long-
term substitute teaching license 
may also obtain proper 
certification or licensure via the 
Alternative Resident Educator 
pathway if they have a 
bachelor’s degree with at least a 
2.5 GPA.  
 
An individual with a long-term 
substitute license that has 
completed a teacher preparation 
program outside of Ohio may 
have the option to apply for 
licensure or participate in the 
resident educator program. 
 
 
 

Option for Paper Testing 
 

Beginning with the 2019-2020 
school year, schools will have 
the option of administering the 
third grade English language 
arts and/or math assessments 
in paper format. 
 

In order to administer the tests 
in paper format, the board must 
pass a resolution indicating that 
the school chooses to 
administer the test in paper 
rather than via computer.  The 
resolution must state whether 
the school will administer the 
English language arts, math or 
both in paper format.   
 

The resolution must then be 
submitted to the Ohio 
Department of Education by 
May 1st prior to the school year 
for which the election applies.  
  
 
 
 

Title of One of the Topics  
Licensure Changes 
 

As of July 1, 2019, schools will 
no longer be able to utilize 
teachers with long term 
substitute licenses as they 
have in the past.   Beginning 
with the 2019-2020 school year 
classroom teachers providing 
instruction in core subject areas 
(English language arts, math, 
science, social studies, foreign 
language, and fine arts) must 
be properly certified or licensed 
in the subject area and grade 
levels they will be teaching. 
 
 

Individuals currently holding a 
standard teaching license in 
Ohio can become licensed in a 
new subject or grade band by 
obtaining a supplemental 
license by passing the 
appropriate assessment.   
 
 
 

Q & A 
 

Q: Are there new reporting 
requirements that our board must 
consider during each board 
meeting? 
 
A: Yes, recent changes in legislation 
along with the Sponsor Performance 
Review have led to additional items 
required or at least advised for 
review at each meeting. 
 
For example, if the school uses a 
credit card, the board must review 
the usage of that card, so that 
reporting and review should be  
 

 

 
addressed at each meeting.   
 
Additionally, boards should review the 
procedures the school has followed for 
monthly residency verification. 
 
Most sponsors also now require a 
monthly report on the number of 
suspensions and expulsions in order to 
monitor compliance with recent 
changes in suspension and expulsion 
laws.   
 
Staff changes should also be reported 
and updates or progress on school 
improvement plans. 
 

 
 

 
 

Paper Testing and Teacher Licensure Updates 
 

  

 
 

School Funding  
 

 

A new plan for funding 
schools has been  
introduced in the Ohio 
legislature and is planned to  
wrapped into the state’s 
budget bill. 
 
The plan proposes to: 

 Eliminate funding caps  
and phase out funding 
guarantees that apply to 
most Ohio schools 

 Determine the local 
share of funding based 
on the community’s 
property wealth and 
income 

 Determine teacher-
student ratios for each 
grade level 

 Fund preschool for the 
economically 
disadvantaged  

 Provide a technology 
device for each student 

 Provide additional 
funding for students 
living in poverty 

 
The plan also intends to 
fund charter schools 
directly, rather than through 
district schools. 
 
Charter supporters remain 
concerned that funding 
charters in a separate line 
item would allow future 
administrations to defund 
charter schools. 
 
Revisions will continue to 
be made in the coming 
months and this publication 
will provide updates as 
those occur. 

 
This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 
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