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Ohio House Bill 491 requires schools to 
adopt a policy establishing parameters for 
completing assignments missed due to a 
student being suspended. 
 
The policy must provide an opportunity to 
complete any classroom assignment missed 
and to receive at least partial credit for a 
completed assignment.  Schools are 
permitted to reduce the grade due to the 
suspension but are prohibited from 
assigning a failing grade on a completed 
assignment solely due to the suspension. 
 
The bill also provides two alternative 
pathways for students graduating in 2019 
and 2020 beyond the three existing 
pathways.   
 
Students must meet one of two alternative 
options for graduation if unable to meet one 
of the three existing pathways.  Option 1 
requires passing curriculum requirements 
and taking all seven end-of-course exams.  
If a student scores a 1 or a 2 on any math or 
English language arts test, the student must 
retake the test at least once.  

 
In addition to taking the tests and curriculum 
requirements, a student must meet at least 
two of the following requirements: 

 Attendance rate of 93% during the 12th 
grade year 

 A 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale in all courses 
 during 12th grade with a minimum of four 
full-year or equivalent courses taken 

 Complete a capstone project in 12th grade 

 
 

 Complete a work or community service 
experience of 120 hours 

 Earn three or more College Credit Plus 
credits 

 Earn credit for Advanced Placement (AP)  
or International Baccalaureate (IB) 
courses and earn a score on the AP exam 
of 3 or higher or an IB exam score of 4 or 
higher 

 Earn a WorkKeys exam score of 3 on each 
of the three test sections 

 Earn a State Board approved industry 
recognized credential or credentials that 
equal at least three points 

 Meet OhioMeansJobs Readiness Seal 
requirements  

 
Option 2 requires students to take and pass 
the curriculum requirements and take end of 
course exams.  Additionally, a student must 
finish a career-technical program that 
includes four courses in a career pathway 
and at least one of the following: 
 

 Earn a score of Proficient or better on all 
career-technical exams 

 Earn an industry-recognized credential or 
credential equal to 12 points 

 Complete 250 hours of workplace 
experience and receive positive 
evaluations. 

 
Students graduating in 2020 will also have 
these graduation options with some 
additional modifications. 
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School Absence 

Notification 
 

Senate Bill 82 was 
amended into House Bill 
66 and was sent to the 
Governor on December 
27, 2018. The bill would 
require schools to call 
parents within two hours 
of the start of the school 
day if a student is absent 
and the school has not 
already been notified of 
the absence by the 
parents. 

The bill is known as the 
Alianna Alert after 
Alianna Defreeze who 
was abducted on her way 
to school in Cleveland in 
2017. Her parents were 
unaware that she did not 
make it to school until the 
end of the day. 

While the bill would 
standardize the time in 
which schools must 
contact parents, schools 
may make contact via 
phone, email, text or 
other method.  This 
includes automated 
phone calls.  However, if 
an automated phone call 
is utilized, schools must 
verify  the call reached 
the intended recipient.   
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offenses is 50% less than in 
2018-2019. 
 
For the 2021-2022 school year 
and each year thereafter, 
students in grades 
kindergarten through third may 
only be suspended for those 
explicit reasons. 
 
Additionally, prior to 
suspending these young 
students, the principal must 
consult with a mental health 
professional contracted with 
the school.  If the actions of the 
student prior to the 
suspension/expulsion indicate 
a need for mental health 
services, the school shall 
assist in locating those 
services, provided it does not 
create a financial burden for 
the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

With the recent passage of 
Ohio House Bill 318, schools 
will need to implement some 
changes to their suspension 
and expulsion practices. 
 
The most significant change 
involves kindergarten through 
third grade students.  The 
legislation prohibits schools 
from suspending students in 
those grade levels unless the 
student committed certain 
serious offenses.  Those acts 
include bringing to/possessing 
at school a firearm, 
bringing/possessing a knife 
capable of serious bodily injury, 
committing an offense that 
would be a criminal offense if 
committed by an adult and that 
results in serious physical 
harm, making  a bomb threat, or 
as necessary to protect the   
 
 
 

Title of One of the Topics  
immediate health and safety of 
the student, classmates, staff, 
teachers or other school 
employees. 
 
The bill’s guidance provides for 
implementation of the new 
requirements over the next few 
school years.   
 
A school will be considered in 
compliance with the new law for 
the 2019-2020 school year if 
the number of student offenses 
in grades Kindergarten through 
third grade suspended or 
expelled for a reason other than 
the delineated serious is 25% 
less than the number in 2018-
2019.   
 
For the 2020-2021 school year, 
the number suspended for 
reasons other than the serious 

Q & A 
 
Q: I read that handwriting must 
now be taught in schools, is this 
true? 
 
A: Ohio Governor John Kasich signed 
House Bill 58 on December 19, 2018.  
The Bill will require the Ohio 
Department of Education to create 
supplemental instructional materials 
on handwriting as part of the English 
Language Arts model curriculum.   
 
The materials will be aimed at 
students K through fifth grade.  The 
objective is for students to be able  
 

 

 
to print letters legibly by the end of 
third grade and to be able to write in 
legible cursive by the end of the fifth 
grade. 
 

Schools had moved away from cursive 
writing when adopting the common 
core curriculum which did not require 
cursive writing. 
 

The initial bill proposal for handwriting 
did require that handwriting be taught.  
This legislation, instead, gives schools 
the option to teach handwriting 
beginning in the 2019-2020 school year. 
 

 
 

 
 
Suspension and Expulsion – House Bill 318 
 

  

 
 
 

Suspension and 
Expulsion Due 

Process 
 

 

As changes are occurring 
to suspension and 

expulsion protocol, it is 
worth reminding school 

personnel that all schools 
must ensure due process 
procedures are followed. 

 
Prior to suspending a 

student, the student must 
receive written notice of the 

suspension and be 
provided the opportunity for 

an informal hearing. 
 

Prior to expelling a student, 
the student and the 

student’s parent/guardian 
must receive written notice 

of the intention to expel. 
The student and the parent 

must be provided an 
opportunity to appear 

before the board or the 
board’s designee to 

challenge the expulsion no 
earlier than three and no 
later than five days after 
the notice is provided. 

 
Each notice to the student 

and parent must also 
include information 

regarding the student’s 
right to appeal the  

suspension or expulsion. 
 

Consult your school’s 
board-adopted Suspension 
& Expulsion policy or legal 

counsel to ensure your 
practices are compliant. 

 
 

This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 

 

` 


	Legal Update - January 2019 - front
	Legal Update - Januray 2019- back.docx

