
    

Legal Update 

Crowdfunding 

 Crowdfunding gives teachers the 
ability to raise money and supplies 
through internet-based donation.  
According to the Ohio State Auditor, 
teachers spend an average $600 each 
year buying materials for their 
classroom and students. Due to this 
out of pocket expense, teachers are 
turning to crowdfunding to provide 
valuable supplies to students by 
accepting internet-based donations, 
ranging from money to pencils, paper, 
furniture, etc.   
 
While crowdfunding can be quite 
helpful, it also poses risks.  FERPA 
and IDEA bar disclosure of student 
information without parental consent.  
Financially, a school is responsible for 
all money and donations it receives 
and must account for the receipt, 
expenditure, use, and disposal of all 
money and assets.   Additionally, a 
teacher representing a school during 
crowdfunding efforts runs the risk of 
portraying the school in a negative 
light.  
 
The Auditor recommends that each 
school utilizing this type of fundraising 
establish clear rules and procedures.  
If your school utilizes any type of 
fundraising, consult with legal counsel 
to develop and implement an 
appropriate policy.   
 

Funding Bill  
 

Representative Brenner recently 
introduced House Bill 102 with the 
intent of altering the way schools are 
funded in Ohio. 

HB 102 would create more flexibility 
for educational choice as it would 
“level the playing” field between 
traditional districts and community 
schools.  The current two-tiered 
funding system benefits traditional 
school districts over community 
schools, in that community schools do 
not have the ability to levy local taxes 
or raise bond funds for facilities.   

HB 102 would abolish local school 
levies and required the state to fund all 
public schools in Ohio by utilizing a 2% 
statewide property tax and a small 
increase in state sales taxes.   

This funding system is being touted as 
benefitting traditional districts, as well 
as community schools, in that 
traditional districts would no longer 
have to expend the time and 
resources needed to continually 
attempt to pass levies.   
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Is cursive 

handwriting a 
thing of the 

past? 
 

Proposed legislation 
encompassed in HB 58 
would require the State 
Board of Education to 
develop and adopt cursive 
handwriting curriculum, 
targeting K-5 grade levels.  
The cursive handwriting 
curriculum would be 
available to all districts, 
including, community, 
STEM, and college 
preparatory schools.  
However, districts are not 
required to implement the 
cursive handwriting 
curriculum. 
 
Proponents of the bill 
claim cursive handwriting 
will lead to increased 
development of literacy 
skills, fine motor skills, and 
cognition.  In particular, 
students with learning 
disabilities, specifically 
dyslexia, have trouble with 
block print and may 
benefit from cursive 
writing.  However, many 
schools have elected to 
focus on core academic 
requirements.   
 
HB 58 passed the House 
on June 20th and was 
introduced to the Senate 
on June 26th.  This 
publication will continue to 
provide updates.  
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 The requirement that 
parents, guardians,  
students age 18 or over 
notify the school in which 
they are enrolled of any 
change in location of the 
parent’s or student’s 
primary residence. 
 

The bill will go into effect on 
September 28, 2018.  All 
community school boards 
should review current policies 
in place to be certain that the 
policy complies with the new 
mandates.   
 
ODE has indicated that they 
will release further guidance on 
the new requirements.  As 
such, additional revisions to 
your school’s policy may 
become advisable or required.   
 
 
 

Recently enacted Ohio House 
Bill 21, which will go into effect 
this month, will require schools 
to adopt a policy regarding the 
verification of a student’s 
residence. 
 
Many community schools 
already have a policy in place 
that will cover most of the bill 
requirements but revisions may 
be advisable to clarify 
compliance with the new law. 
 
The admission/residency policy 
must contain the following 
provisions: 
 

 The specific process used 
to verify the residence and 
address for students 
enrolling in or attending the 
school. 
 
 
 

 The requirement that  
 
 

Title of One of the Topics  
 A requirement that the 

district of residence be 
verified upon initial 
enrollment. 

 

 The number of documents 
required to verify a 
student’s residence upon 
initial enrollment in the 
community school. 

 

 The annual verification of a 
student’s district of 
residence. 

 

 The information to be used 
for the annual verification. 

 

 The requirement for a 
monthly review of 
residency records for all 
students enrolled in the 
community school. 

Q & A 
 
Q: What is the latest news on the 
Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow’s 
(ECOT) appeals of the Ohio 
Department of Education’s clawback 
of $60 million? 
 
A: The Ohio Supreme Court issued 
an opinion on August 8, 2018, ruling  
in favor of ODE, claiming that ODE 
had the authority to clawback 
funding from ECOT.   The court 
found that the legislature intended 
to cap the credit ECOT could claim 

and that funding is based on student 

 

participation and not merely offered 
learning opportunities. 
 
Additionally, ECOT’s appeal that the 
Ohio State Board of Education 
violated the Open Meetings Act when 
it considered and decided to clawback 
the funding, was denied on August 15, 
2018. 
 

On the federal level, Senator Sherrod 
Brown has introduced legislation that 
any funding recovered from ECOT by 
the federal government would then be 
sent to ECOT students’ local district. 
 

 
 
House Bill 21 – Proof of Residency 
 

  

 
 
 
 

SB 216 
Automatic 
Withdrawal 

 

 

Ohio Senate Bill 216 has 
been referred to as the 
Public School Deregulation 
Act.   
 
The bill will implement 
changes in different areas 
of school law, including 
teacher evaluations which 
will be discussed in a later 
edition of this publication. 
 
The most immediate 
change that will affect 
community schools is the 
change to the “105 hour 
automatic withdrawal rule.” 
 
Currently, community 
school students who are 
absent without legitimate 
excuse for 105 consecutive 
hours must automatically 
be withdrawn from the 
community school.  The bill 
reduces the number of 
hours to 72.  Schools need 
to revise their Attendance 
& Automatic Withdrawal 
policies accordingly. 
 
The bill was signed by the 
governor on August 3, 
2018, so this change would 
go into effect 90 days after 
signing.  The ODE is said 
to be issuing guidance on 
the implementation of this 
change. 

____ 
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legal advice nor does it create 
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