
    

Legal Update 

 

 

Constitution Day 
 

Schools that receive 
federal funding must plan 

an education program 
celebrating Constitution 

Day each year, observing 
the day in 1787 that our 
nation’s leaders signed 

the U.S. Constitution. This 
year’s Constitution Day 

observation will be 
Monday, September 18th. 

  

Annual Reports  
 

Each year by October 
31st every community 
school is required to 

provide an annual report 
to the sponsor and 
parents of students 

enrolled at the school. 
 

This annual report must 
include information on the 
activities of the schools, 
the progress in meeting 
the academic goals and 

state standards as well as  
the financial status of the 

school. 
 

Annual Reports should 
also include other 

information that is helpful 
to parents and the 

community, such as: 
mission statement, board 

member names, 
administrator  and school 
contact information.  The 

report can serve as 
communications piece to 
highlight successes and 
unique characteristics of 

the school. 
 

State Testing Limitations 

 

 

Senate Bill 3’s provisions limiting the 
amount of time schools can spend on 
testing is now in effect.   
 
Beginning with assessments given 
after July 1, 2017, schools must 
ensure that no student is required to 
spend more than two per cent of the 
school year taking assessments.  The 
assessments included in the 
limitations are those that are required 
by the school/district board to be given 
to all students in a specified grade 
level or subject area and any 
applicable required state tests. 
 
The new law limits not only the amount 
of time students may spend taking 
tests, but also the amount of time 
schools may require students spend 
preparing for tests.   Schools must 
ensure that no student spends more 
than one per cent of the school year 
taking practice or diagnostic 
assessments used to prepare for 
assessments prescribed by the state 
or the by the school/district board. 
 
Assessments, unit tests, or quizzes 
given in an individual classroom by the 
teacher as part of classroom 
instruction are not included in the 
limitations.  
 

 
Additionally, the limitations on the time 
do not apply to assessments for 
students with disabilities, any related 
diagnostic assessments for students 
who failed to earn a passing score on 
the required English language arts 
assessment (3rd Grade Reading 
Guarantee), examinations for 
Advanced Placement or international 
baccalaureate courses, or those 
assessments used to identify a child as 
gifted. 
 
Any board considering exceeding any 
of the testing limits, must hold a public 
hearing on the matter.  Notice of the 
public hearing must be posted prior to 
the hearing in a place easily accessible 
to the public.   
 
During the public hearing, the board 
should consider all aspects and 
rationale for exceeding the limits.  The 
board should consider the programming 
it offers and determine what is in its 
students’ best interest. After holding a 
hearing, should the board determine 
that the school should exceed the 
testing limits, the board must pass a 
resolution approving such. 
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IDEA Part B:   
This funding is used to provide 
special education and related 
services to children with 
disabilities. In general, IDEA 
Part B funds must be used only 
to pay the excess costs of 
providing FAPE (free and 
appropriate public education) 
to children with disabilities, 
such as costs for special 
education teachers and 
administrators and related 
services providers, such as 
speech therapists and 
psychologists.    
IDEA Part B funds can also be 
used to purchase materials, 
supplies, and special 
equipment for use with children 
with disabilities and for 
professional development 
professionals who teach or 
assist students with disabilities. 
 

As your board reviews and 
ultimately adopts your school’s 
budget and 5-year forecast you 
will see line items for specific 
federal grant funds.   The 
following is a reminder of what 
each type of grant entails:  
 

Title I: 
The largest federal aid program 
for elementary, middle and high 
schools, provides financial 
assistance to schools with high 
numbers or high percentages 
of poor children to help ensure 
that all children meet 
challenging state academic 
standards.  Schools with at 
least 40% of students from low-
income families are eligible to 
use Title I funds for schoolwide 
programs designed to upgrade 
the entire education program to 
improve achievement for all. 

Title of One of the Topics  
Title II A: 
These funds are to be used to 
increase student academic 
achievement through strategies 
such as improving teacher and 
principal quality and increasing 
the number of highly qualified 
teachers in the classroom and 
highly qualified principals and 
in schools.  Thus these funds 
are utilized for professional 
development and training of 
staff. 
 
Title III: 
This grant is aimed at 
improving the education of 
students with limited English 
proficiency (LEP).  The funds 
are used to help LEP students 
learn English and meet the 
same academic standards of all 
students. 

Q & A 
 
Q: I keep hearing that our board 
meeting needs to be cancelled or 
changed because we don’t have 
quorum.  What exactly is meant by 
“quorum”?   
 
A: Quorum is the minimum number of 
members of an assembly/deliberative 
body that must be present at any of its 
meetings to make the proceedings of 
that meeting valid.  
 
For purposes of your school, quorum 
is specifically defined as a majority of 
the directors entitled to vote who are 
then in office.   
 
 

 

The majority, of course, means one more 
than half.  So, if you have a board 
consisting of five directors, you need 
three directors present to constitute 
quorum and hence conduct business.  If 
you have six directors currently serving 
on your board, you need one more than 
half, so four. 
 
The idea behind requiring “quorum” is to 
not allow an unduly small number of 
people to act in the name of the body/the 
board.   
 
Actions taken absent quorum are 
considered invalid and have no force or 
effect. 
 

 
 
Federal Grant Funding 
 

  

 
 

Annual Budget 
& 5-Year 
Forecast 

 
 

Each community school 
governing authority must 
work with the fiscal officer 
to develop an annual 
budget.  The annual 
budget must be adopted by 
the 31st day of October 
2017 and submitted along 
with a projection of the 
ensuing four fiscal years.  
The budget must follow the 
format established by the 
Ohio Department of 
Education and Auditor of 
State.   
 
Some of the costs required 
to be included are:  
 

 Administrative costs for 
the school as a whole 

 Instructional services 
costs for each category 
of service provided to 
students (reported in 
terms of average 
expenditure per pupil) 

 Instructional support 
services, such as 
speech pathologists, 
aides, librarians  

 Administrative support 
services 

 Extracurricular costs 

 Costs of services by 
non-licensed 
employees, such as 
cafeteria and janitorial 
 

____ 
 

This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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