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Training 
Opportuni ty  
 

The following event can 
help you fulfill your board 
member training 
obligations: 
 
OAPCS 10th Annual State 
Conference  
December 7th & 8 th  
Hyatt Regency Hotel and 
Columbus Convention 
Center 
 
The conference will 
provide sessions covering  
topics such as: charter 
school governance, 
leadership, and academic 
performance.  Amy 
Goodson will be 
presenting a session on 
Sunshine Laws that will 
meet your annual training 
requirement.  
 
Remember, not only can 
you be reimbursed for 
proper costs you incur in 
attending the training, 
the law permits 
community schools to 
pay board members up to   
$125 a day for 
attendance at trainings 
over 3 hours in length.  
 
Register at: 
http://www.ohiochartercon
ference.org/registernow  
 

Transgender Issues in Schools 

The nationwide issue regarding 
treatment of transgender students has 
recently been the subject of a case in a 
federal court in Ohio.  In late September 
a federal judge rejected an Ohio school 
district’s challenge to federal guidance 
on transgender bathrooms.  
 
In May of 2016, the U.S. Department of 
Justice and U.S. Department of 
Education issued guidance to public 
schools across the county that receive 
federal funding stating that Title IX, the 
federal law prohibiting gender 
discrimination in schools, applies to 
transgender students.  The guidance 
states, “A school may not require 
transgender students to use facilities 
inconsistent with their gender identity or 
to use individual-user facilities when 
other students are not required to do 
so.” 
 
While the federal guidance seems 
clear, the law is unsettled at this time 
with various courts ruling different ways.     
 
A federal district court in Texas has filed 
a preliminary injunction against 
enforcement of the regulations. 

The Highland Local Schools, located 
between Mansfield and Columbus Ohio 
denied requests by a student who was 
identified as male on birth records, but 
has requested every year since first 
grade to use the girls’ restroom.  The 
district was providing student the use of 
a single-use restroom in the office.  The 
district challenged the federal guidance 
on transgender bathrooms asserting 
safety concerns.  The judge determined 
that there was no evidence that 
allowing the student to use the girls’ 
bathroom would threaten other 
students' safety or privacy and thus 
required the school district to allow the 
access. The Highland schools district 
has plans to appeal the ruling.   
 
A case in Virginia, in the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals required a school 
district to allow a transgender boy to use 
the boys’ bathroom.   The United States 
Supreme Court temporarily blocked that 
decision by issuing an injunction until it 
decides whether to hear the case.   
 
This fall the US Supreme Court will 
decide whether it will hear the case, 
which would hopefully provide clarity on 
the issue.    
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The following are pending Ohio 
bills that could impact 
community schools: 
 
HB 410 addresses truancies 
and compulsory school 
attendance.  The bill amends 
the definition of truancy to 
account for hours rather than 
days. It would prohibit 
suspension and expulsion as a 
punishment for students 
missing school.   
 
HB 560 requires the governing 
authority of a community school 
to review the residency records 
monthly for each student 
enrolled in the community 
school. The governing authority 
would need to verify to ODE the 
school district in which the 
student is entitled to attend 
school.   
 

SB 298 proposes to adjust 
eSchool enrollment tracking.  
The bill would also require that 
eSchool advertisements paid for 
with public funds include 
information about the school’s 
local report card grades. 
 
SB 346 would require schools to 

begin school years after Labor 

Day.  The governing body of the 

school would be permitted to 

pass a resolution to open prior to 

Labor Day if the governing body 

determines that it is in the best 

interests of the school.  Prior to 

passing such a resolution, the 

governing authority would be 

required to hold a public hearing 

on the subject.  This bill will not 

preclude schools from providing  

summer school programs. 

 

Title of One of the Topics  
On the federal front: 
 

The $71 million federal grant 
that was awarded to Ohio last 
fall was released this 
September after concerns 
regarding Ohio’s application 
were determined to not have  
resulted in any significant 
inaccuracies.  However, 
because of the various 
scandals surrounding Ohio’s 
charter schools, the federal 
government is requiring ODE to 
hire an approved, independent 
monitor to oversee the state’s 
use of the funds and explicit 
federal approval will be 
required each time money is 
spent. 
 

Ohio continues to plan for 
implementation of the federal 
Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) with public comment 
opportunities and meetings 
occurring throughout fall.  

Q & A 

Q: Last month this publication 
reported on concerns about the 
SPR being completed in time for 
the October deadline. What is 
happening now that it is October?   
 
A: The Joint Committee on Agency 
Rule Review rejected part of ODE’s 
proposed compliance regulation 
regarding the Sponsor Performance 
Review (SPR), the evaluation by the 
state  that reviews the academics, 
fiscal accountability, and adherence 
to best practices of all the schools 
each sponsor authorizes.  
     

  

The time for reevaluation of the new 
regulation would have caused delay in 
the SPR being completed by the 
deadline.  State Superintendent Paola 
DeMaria intervened and determined 
that the former compliance rule should 
be in effect for now while stakeholder 
concerns are considered for future 
implementation of the new standards.  
Thus, for this fall’s SPR, the 
Department will use a sampling of 10 
percent of a sponsor’s schools to 
evaluate compliance.   
 
Ratings are slated to be published by 

October 15th.   

 
 
Fall Legislation Update 

Annual Reports 
 

Your school’s 2015-2016 

Annual Report must be 

distributed to parents and 

your sponsor by October 

31st.   
 

The Annual Report must 

include your school’s 

progress toward meeting 

academic goals and state 

standards, as well as the 

financial status of the 

school.   
 

Often Annual Reports 

include other information 

that is helpful to parents 

and the community, such 

as:  mission statement,  

board member names,  

administrative information, 

and highlights of the year.   
 

Keep in mind your 

sponsor contract may 

require other criteria, such 

as an earlier submission 

deadline to the sponsor in 

advance of distribution to 

parents.   

 

Budget & Forecast 
 

By October 31st your 

board will need to have 

adopted an annual budget 

and a 5-year forecast for 

submission to the state.  

____ 
 

This publication is provided 

for informational purposes 

only. The information 

contained herein does not 

constitute legal advice nor 

does it create an attorney-

client relationship.  For more 

information about the 

contents of this publication or 

for legal services contact: 

Amy E. Goodson, Esq. 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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