
    

Legal Update 

Policy Requirements 

 

 

All Governing Authorities should spend 
some time reviewing the board policy 
manual and confirming that all policies are 
being complied with at the school level.  
Many policies have specific requirements 
that school personnel must be 
implementing.  The following are some 
worth noting:  

 Code of Ethics/Conflict of Interest Policy:  
Requires the completion of a conflict of 
interest statement by each board 
member. 

 Anti-Bullying, Intimidation, and 
Harassment Policy: Requires a biannual 
report to the board and annual 
dissemination to personnel, students, 
and parents.  The policy should be 
included in the parent/student handbook 

 Attendance, Truancy, Automatic 
Withdrawal Policy: Requires 
collaboration with local community 
organizations. 

 Career Advising Policy: Must be 

reviewed every two years. 

 College Credit Plus: Requires the school 
to provide a family informational session 
prior to February 1 of each school year. 

 Homeless Student Policy: Requires the 

designation of a school liaison. 

 

 Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Support: Requires specific training and 

reporting. 

 Transportation Policy: Requires the 
board to approve bus stops not more 
than thirty days prior to and not later 
than ten days after the start of school 

 Automated External Defibrillator: 

Requires staff training. 

 Food and Beverages Policy: Requires 
an annual report from the school leader 
regarding compliance. 

 Pesticide Notice and Log Policy: 
Requires logs be kept of pesticide 
application and prior notice provided to 
those that have requested. 

 Return to Play Policy: Requires coaches 

hold a pupil activity program permit. 

 Wellness Policy: Requires the formation 
of a wellness committee that must meet 
at least four times per school year. 

 

This list does not include all requirements.  
Please be sure to review your board’s 
specific policies or contact legal counsel 
for additional information on any policy 
requirements. 

 

 

 

This Issue 

E-School Funding Bill 

Absence Notification Bill 

 

A  p ub l i c a t i o n  b y   
A my  G oo ds o n  Co . ,  LL C .  
f o r  O h i o  Co mmu n i ty  
S ch o o l  Bo a rd  m em be rs  

 

© Copyright 2018  Amy Goodson Co., LLC 

 
Ma y  2 0 1 8  

 

National Charter 
Schools Week 

 

May 7-11, 2018 
is National Charter Schools 
Week. 
  
In honor of this week, 
which is aimed at 
increasing awareness, the 
following are a few facts 
about charter schools: 
 

 In 2017-2018, there are 
more than 7,000 charter 
schools serving nearly 
3.2 million students 

 

 43 states and D.C. have 
laws allowing charter 
schools  
 

 In 1992 the first U.S. 
charter school opened in 
Minnesota 

 

 In 1997 Ohio law first 
allowed “community 
schools” (the term Ohio 
uses for charters) 

 

 During the 2016-2017 
school year, more than 
111,000 students 
attended Ohio 
Community Schools. 

 
 
More information about 
National Charter Schools 
Week may be found at: 
 

https://www.publiccharters.o
rg/what-you-can-
do/celebrate-national-
charter-schools-week 
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 Q: As a member of the board of directors, 
I have been asked to meet with fellow 
members outside our board meetings. 
May I attend or would this constitute a 
“meeting”? 
 
A:  It depends. It can be unclear whether 
a gathering is in a fact, a “meeting” that 
must be open to the public. To be 
considered a public “meeting,” Ohio’s 
Open Meetings Act requires: 

 Prearranged gathering 
 Discussion of the public business 

of the public body; and  

 The presence of a majority of  its 
members. 
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Ohio Department of Education.  
Senate President, Larry Obhof,  
has stated that setting the 
standards for verifying e-
school enrollment falls within 
the purview of the legislature 
rather than deferring to ODE. 

Under HB 611, the software 
would be required to track total 
keystroke and mouse event 
frequency at an interval set by 
ODE, but no less than five 
minutes.   The data would be 
required to be visible to the 
auditor of state in real time and 
upon request. Schools would 
be required to keep the data for 
seven years after any 
payment. 
 
The bill was introduced to the 
Ohio House in late April.   

Title of One of the Topics 

recipient or must leave a 
voicemail message. 

SB 82 passed the Ohio Senate 
with a unanimous vote and will 
now go before the House for 
approval. 

House Bill 611 would require 

e-schools to utilize software to 
automatically track attendance, 
class size, and participation. 

The bill was introduced in part 
due to a whistleblower’s claims 
that ECOT demanded workers 
manipulate attendance figures 
after the state tried to claw back 
$60 million in payments to the 
e-school. 

Currently, attendance tracking 
protocol is determined by the  

Q & A 

Q:  I continue to hear complaints 

about Ohio’s school report card 

system.  Is anything being done to 
address the concerns? 
 
A:  Senate Bill 216, dubbed the 
“Education Deregulation Bill” was 
introduced in the fall of 2017, in part, 
to address complaints across the 
state regarding Ohio’s numerous 
regulations that can hamper schools’ 
ability to successfully meet academic 
standards.    

 

 
Legislative Updates 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting 
Reminders 

It’s that time of year to 
think about your annual 
meeting.  Consult your 
Code of Regulations and 
review board policies to 
ensure you are in 
compliance.   
 
Some items to consider:  
 
- School Calendar 

 

- Board Meeting 
Calendar 

 

- Budget & Forecast 
  (due by May 31) 

 

- Reappointment of 
Board Members & 
Election of Officers 

-  

- Policy Updates 
-  

- Parent-Student 
Handbook  

 

- Conflict of Interest 

Disclosure Statement 
 

Note for compliance with 
the SPR:   If the board 
will be reviewing or 
adopting any items for 
compliance for the 
upcoming school year, 
be sure the resolution 
indicates the 2018-2019 
school year or conduct 
the review after June 30. 
 

 

This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

Amy E. Goodson, Esq. 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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Senate Bill 82 would require 

schools to call parents within 
two hours of the start of the 
school day if a student is 
absent and the parent has not 
notified the school of the 
absence. 

The bill is known as the 
Alianna Alert after Alianna 
Defreeze who was abducted 
on her way to school in 2017.  
Her parents were unaware that 
she did not make it to school 
until the end of the day. 

Notification can be made by 
phone call, email, text or other 
method.  However, if an 
automated phone call system 
is utilized, the school must 
either verify the call was 
answered by the intended 
recipient or must leave a 
voicemail message 

The bill creates more flexibility 
regarding teacher licensure, 
classroom assignments, qualifications 
for educational aide permits, and 
substitutes. 
 
The proposed legislation was created 
in collaboration with school 
superintendents who wish to 
eliminate a variety of regulations and  
simplify areas of school law.  Other 
groups, including teachers’ unions 
oppose much of the bill.  Thus, the 
movement through the legislative 
process will likely continue to be slow. 
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