
    

Legal Update 

 

2017  
Auditor of State 

Community 
School Training  

 

The Ohio Auditor’s office 
will be providing its annual 
Community School 
Training on August 8th.  
 
This full-day training is 
free of charge and 
typically offers training in 
topics such as: 
accountability, preparing 
for audit, and a legal 
update focused on Ohio 
community schools.  
 
Registration is open at: 
http://ohioauditor.gov/train
ings/registration.html 
 

Tuesday, August 8, 2017 
8:30 AM - 4:15 PM  
OH Dept of Transportation 
1980 W. Broad St. 
Columbus, OH 
 
While the Auditor’s 
training is not focused 
solely on governing 
authority issues, the 
training can help fulfill 
annual sponsor contract 
training requirements.  
Keep in mind that in 
addition to on-going 
training  - new board 
members are required to 
complete training within 
defined timeframes after 
appointment to the board.  
Check with legal counsel 
for your contract’s specific 
requirements.   

 
t.  

Ohio Budget Bill 

 

 

Governor Kasich signed the state’s 
biennium budget bill on June 30th after 
making several education-related line-
item vetoes. 
 
Kasich vetoed the bill’s provision that 
would have allowed schools to choose 
between administering state tests 
online or on paper. 
 
Kasich also vetoed the provision that 
would have required students 
participating in College Credit Plus to 
receive a “C” or better in a course to 
receive high school credit.  The 
governor indicated this allowed for 
students not in College Credit Plus 
classes to receive a lower score and 
still receive credit, thereby creating an 
inequity among students. 
 
Kasich vetoed the provision that would 
have eliminated the Resident Educator 
Program (the 4-year mentoring 
process through which new teachers 
earn their long-term licensure.) 
 
Specific to charter schools, Kasich 
vetoed the progress weighting for the 
sponsor evaluation (SPR).  The 
provision would have allowed ODE to 
increase the weight given to the 
student progress category from 20% to 
60% when calculating the total 
academic performance component.  
 
 

Kasich reasoned that the change would 
put less weight on raw achievement and 
graduation rates, thus holding charter 
school students to lower standards than 
traditional district public schools.  
 
Also charter specific was the veto of a 
provision that would have allowed 
Educational Service Centers (ESC) 
which received an “effective” rating to 
sponsor schools anywhere in the state.  
If the veto holds, ESCs will still only be 
able to sponsor schools located in their 
county or a contiguous one.   
  
Kasich vetoed another charter 
authorization provision – one proposed 
to allow sponsors who were rated poor 
in 2015-16 to sponsor schools this 
coming school year if they scored 3 out 
of 4 in the academic component. 
 
Kasich vetoed a provision which would 
have allowed a committee of state 
legislators the ability to override ODE’s 
reviews of charter school enrollment.   
 
The Ohio legislature does have the 
ability to override the governor’s line-
item vetoes. Any relevant updates as a 
result will be reported in this 
publication’s next edition.   
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The new system also allows 
graduation for students who 
complete a 4-course career 
technical training program and: 
-  earn 12 points of credentials 

-  work 250+ hours with positive 
evaluations, or 

- score proficient on technical 
exams 

 

The Ohio Senate introduced 
the changes based on 
recommendations from the 
state board of education and a 
work group of stakeholders, 
including high school teachers, 
administrators, representatives 
from higher education, and 
members of the business 
community. Educators feared 
that nearly 30% of students 
would not have met  the 
graduation requirements in 
2018 without changes  
 

By signing the state’s biennium 
budget bill on June 30th, 
Governor Kasich approved 
some significant changes to 
Ohio graduation requirements. 
 
At the urging of many 
educators, the new system 
recommended by the state 
board of education and 
adopted into legislation takes 
the emphasis off of high-stakes 
tests.  Under the current 
system students graduating in 
2018 need to score 18 of 35 
points on end-of-course exams.  
While the change will eliminate 
the need for students to score 
the 18 points, students will still 
need to earn course credits and 
take the exam, including 
retaking math and English tests 
on which they only sored a 1 or 
2 of the total 5 points.   
   
 

Title of One of the Topics  
One of the new graduation 
pathways allows student who 
do not score the requisite 
points on end-of-course exams 
to graduate if they meet two of 
nine other requirements: 
 
- 93% attendance senior year 

- 2.5 GPA in 4 senior courses 

- Complete  capstone project 

- 120 hours of service 

- 3 credits College Credit Plus 

- AP exam passage or 
International Baccalaureate 
class or exam 

- Score level 3 on each of the 
WorkKeys test components 

- 3 points in  industry 
credentials 

- Receive Ohio Means Jobs 
readiness seal 

 
 Q & A 

 
Q: What are the requirements for 
board member background 
checks?   
 
A: Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, 
sponsor contracts must include a 
provision that requires all governing 
authority members to comply with 
criminal record check requirements. 
 
Upon initial appointment to a 
community school board, a 
background check that has been 
conducted within the previous year 
must be submitted to the sponsor.  
After the initial appointment, 
background checks must be 
completed every five years and 
submitted to the sponsor.   
 

background checks must be completed 
every five years and submitted to the 
sponsor.  Both an Ohio BCI&I and FBI 
check must be completed. 
 
While the report of the criminal records 
check is not a public record, the reports 
may be turned over to the sponsor.  
Additionally, many sponsors require the 
records to be held at the school for review 
during compliance site visits.   
 
Governing authorities are permitted to 
reimburse the cost of the check upon the 
presentation of a receipt and passing a 
resolution or policy authorizing 
reimbursement. 
 

 
 
Pathways to Graduation 
 

  

 
 

Opening 
Assurances 

 
 

It seems like the 2016-
2017 school year just 
ended, however Fiscal 
Year End 2018 has already 
begun and it is time to be 
ready for the start of the 
new school year.  Opening 
assurances are a 
necessary part of the new 
school year commencing.  
These assurances must be 
completed at least ten days 
prior to your school’s first 
day for students.  (Some 
sponsors require 
assurances be complete 
even before this timeframe, 
so consult your specific 
contract.) 
 
Some opening assurance 
items include: 
- building lease or proof of   
   ownership 
- occupancy permits if the  
   school has made recent   
   renovations or will be in   
   its first year in the  
   building 
- health and safety  
  inspection 
- fire inspections 
- emergency plans 
- liability insurance 
- staff licenses and    
  background checks 
- testing plan & procedures 
- special ed and related   
  services plan 

 
____ 

 
This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 

 

 

` 


	newsletter front July 2017
	newsletter back July 2017

