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Transportation  
Opt-Out  

If your school wishes to avail 
itself of transportation funds 
and is prepared to arrange 
for its own transportation 
for the 2018-19 school year, 
your notice of such is due to 
the relevant district boards 
of education by January 31, 
2018.  As such, your board 
should pass an opt-out 
resolution at its meeting this 
month. 
 

Similarly, if you wish to 
relinquish the responsibility 
of transportation for 2018-
19 back to the district, 
notice of that is likewise due 
to the district by January 31, 
2018. 
 

College Credit Plus  
The College Credit Plus 
Program allows students to 
take college classes and 
receive both high school and 
college credit. 
 

In order to participate in the 
program, students must 
notify the school 
administration prior to April 
1 to participate the 
following year. 
 

A recent law change 
requires the school to 
provide information 
regarding the program to 
students and parents prior 
to February 1 each year.  Be 
certain your school is 

planning now that 2018 is 
here. 
 

 

Local Report cards  

 

 

Ohio State School Board member, 
Lisa Woods, is calling for the state to 
re-examine the report cards issued for 
schools and districts.  She has 
indicated that the report cards are too 
complicated and not a useful tool for 
schools or families. 
 
Ms. Woods has stated, “It is clear that 
many taxpayers, Ohio policy makers, 
and educational professionals do not 
have confidence in the current report 
card.” 
 
Ms. Woods’ proposed resolution 
states: “The Board seeks to both 
investigate the reasons why the 
current report card does not properly 
reflect educational attainment in Ohio 
and further seeks to provide a true 
performance measurement that will 
appropriately measure learning in 
Ohio’s public schools.” 
 
While the report cards have been 
revised multiple times in the past, the 
most recent changes have not been 
fully implemented yet.  However, state 
board members and legislators have 
indicated their frustration over the 
report cards.  The frustrations include 
concerns with the report cards being 
too complicated, having too many 
measures, and that the A-F grades are 
too judgmental. 
 

 
Ms. Woods has expressed that while 
the Board wants to see accountability, 
the measures must be simple and 
understandable. Many school officials 
and parents have indicated that they do 
not trust report card measures including 
value added which measures whether 
students have made a year’s worth of 
progress during a school year.  Ms. 
Woods stated, “If you have more 
challenging students, it shouldn’t make 
it harder for you to do well.  I don’t think 
it’s fair and doesn’t show true learning?” 
 
The Fordham Institute has 
recommended cutting the 15 grades 
that are slated to be on next fall’s report 
card down to six grades.  The Institute 
is also open to changes regarding the 
value-added scores. 
 
Fordham stated "Given the complexity 
of value added, policymakers might 
consider alternative approaches to 
gauging student growth." While value 
added is regarded by many researchers 
as a rigorous method, perhaps a less 
complex model might strengthen public 
understanding." 
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 Principals/administrators 
shall be held responsible for 
investigating allegations of 
harassment, intimidation or 
bullying. 

 
If a student is suspended, the 
school’s governing authority 
must establish a community 
service plan with specific 
goals and timelines. 
Additionally, students 
suspended or expelled will be 
able to complete missed 
school work and participate in 
state assessments, but not be 
able to participate in 
extracurriculars.  Schools 
would also be required to 
provide counseling to the 
suspended student and offer 
counseling to the victim.  
 

New legislation is currently 
being considered in Ohio 
regarding student bullying.  
House Bill 360, which provides 
for sanctions for harassment, 
intimidation, and bullying, was 
introduced in September by 
State Representative 
Greenspan and has now been 
referred to committee for 
additional consideration. 
 
According to Rep. Greenspan, 
the bill would “provide a 
standard general protocol for 
addressing acts of bullying and 
hazing while continuing to 
respect the concept of local 
control.” 
 
The tiered sanctions will apply 
to students in grades 4 – 12 
excluding students with 
developmental disabilities. 
 
 

Title of One of the Topics  
Currently, every school must 
adopt a policy regarding 
bullying, harassment and 
intimidation.  Should HB 360 
pass and become law, the 
policies would need to be 
updated to incorporate the 
following changes: 

 A student must be 
suspended for up to ten 
days for a first offense in a 
school year, up to 30 days 
for a second offense and 
up to 182 days for a third 
offense. 
 

 The policy must specify 
that intimidation, bullying, 
and harassment include 
acts against teachers 
administrators, employees, 
faculty, consultants, and 
volunteers, as well as 
students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Q & A 
 
Q: Are more reductions in state 
testing expected?    
 

A:  Earlier this year, the state 

legislature eliminated the state social 

studies tests for fourth and sixth 

graders.  The Ohio state school board 

recently voted to recommend three 

additional reductions in state testing.   

The board has recommended that the 

high school English 1 exam be 

eliminated.  This exam is one of the 7 

end of course exams required for 

graduation.  

 

 

The board also recommended eliminating 

the job readiness exam that is part of the 

career tech graduation pathway that went 

into effect this school year.  Instead of 

passing WorkKeys, students would need 

to earn certain scores on the English 2 

and Algebra 1 end of course exams. 

 
The third recommendation was to 
eliminate some of the Ohio Teacher 
Evaluation requirements that use 
individual school and classroom level 
tests to measure student growth. 

 

 
 
Harassment, Intimidation, & Bullying Legislation 
 

 

 

National School 
Choice Week 

 
National School Choice 

Week (NSCW) will be held 
from January 21 to January 

27, 2018. 
 

NSCW is held each year in 
January with the goal of 
raising awareness of all 

types of education options:  
traditional public schools, 

public charter schools, 
public magnet schools, 
private schools, online 

academies, and 
homeschooling. 

 
In the seven years that 

NSCW has existed, over 
58,000 events have been 
held across the country 
and around the world 

 
Any individual, group, or 
school can plan an event 
for NSCW. Schools may 
sign up with NSCW to 

receive a box of supplies 
and materials to help with 

participation.  
 

If you have more questions 
regarding NSCW  please 

visit their website:  
schoolchoiceweek.com 
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This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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