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Transportation Opt 
out reminder  
If your school wishes to 
avail itself of transportation 
funds and is prepared to 
arrange for its own 
transportation for the 2017-
18 school year, your notice 
of such is due to the 
relevant district boards of 
education by January 31, 
2017.  As such, your board 
should pass such a 
resolution at its meeting in 
December or January.   
 
Similarly, if you wish to 
relinquish the responsibility 
of transportation for 2017-
18 back to the district, 
notice of that is likewise due 
to the district by January 31, 
2017.   
 

College Credit Plus 
Program deadlines  
The College Credit Plus 
Program allows students 
to take college classes 
and receive high school 
and college credit. 
 
In order to participate in 
the program, students 
must notify the school 
administration prior to 
April 1 to participate in 
the following year. 
 
The school must provide 
information regarding the 
program to students and 
parents prior to March 1 
each year.  Be certain 
your school begins 
planning  
 

National School Choice Week 

National School Choice Week (NSCW) 
is January 22-22, 2017.  NSCW is held 
every year in January with the goal of 
raising awareness for all types of 
education options.  The week is a 
nonpartisan, nonpolitical public 
awareness event.   
 
In 2016, the week included 16,745 total 
events throughout the U.S..: 13,224 
schools held events, 808 homeschool 
groups held events, 1,012 chambers of 
commerce held events, 33 governors 
issued proclamations recognizing 
School Choice Week, over 200 mayors 
or county leaders issued proclamations 
and events were held at 20 state capital 
buildings.   
 
The United States Senate voted 
unanimously to recognize school choice 
week for 2016.  Speaker John Boehner 
and Senator Ted Cruz joined other 
members of congress for a special 
event at the U.S. Capital. 
 
Over 153 million Americans were able 
to read 7,589 positive new stories that 
were generated during school choice 
week.  More than 32 million people 
worldwide were witness to over 40,000 
tweets from school choice supporters.  
The NSCW Facebook page saw an 
increase to 225,000 likes of their page.   

NSCW encourages everyone to be 
involved with activities throughout this 
week to continue raising awareness 
about school choice.   
 
There are many ways to get involved, 
including visiting the NSCW website at 
https://schoolchoiceweek.com/.   
 
Other ways to get involved include 
sending letters to legislatures requesting 
more access to education options, 
attending local school board meetings; 
joining local, state, or national groups 
and using social media to repost 
information about school choice. 
 
Schools can sign up with NSCW to 
receive a box of supplies and materials 
to help with participation.  The NSCW 
website also provides an “I Love My 
School Sign” that can be printed and 
used for school-wide activities with 
students.  Other ideas for schools 
include holding a community open 
house, inviting special guests to a 
school-wide assembly, holding a family 
night, decorating classroom doors or 
lockers and announcing winners, or 
hosting a game night.  Many other ideas 
are listed on the NSCW website. 
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Rebecca Nassar has worked 
eleven years in 
community/charter school 
management, compliance 
and governance. Prior 
employment as a high school 
and college teacher, 
development director, school 
district technology director 
and PBS educational 
technology consultant has 
given her multiple 
opportunities to work with 
students, teachers, 
administrators and school 
boards. 
 
Rebecca earned her 
Bachelor’s degree, with 
honors, in English and 
education from Wittenberg 

University, during which time 
she also attended Exeter 
University in Devon, England. 
She earned her Master’s 
degree, under an 
assistantship and with honors, 
in arts management from The 
University of Akron.  
 
For Rebecca, working with 
students, teachers, boards 
and sponsors, learning new 
technologies, following 
developments in charter 
school law to augment that 
experience, and watching the 
ongoing development and 
growth of the 
community/charter school 
movement is a lifetime 
commitment. 
 

Title of One of the Topics  

She is honored to support 
that commitment by working 
with the Amy Goodson 
team and we are so 
delighted to have her with 
us to help support our client 
boards. 

 

Rebecca Nassar 
 

Rebecca@AmyGoodsonLaw.com  

 
 Q & A 

Q: Betsy DeVos will be nominated 
for the Secretary of Education. 
How does this affect charter 
schools?   
 
A: It was announced in late November 
that Betsy DeVos would be nominated 
to serve as the Secretary of Education 
for the incoming administration of 
President-elect Donald Trump.   
 
DeVos is known for her support of 
school choice, including being 
a strong proponent of charter schools 
and vouchers.  (Vouchers allow 
students to attend private schools with 
public funding.)  
  

 
 
  

DeVos served as the chairwoman of the 
Alliance for School Choice, one of the 
largest organizations in the United States 
dedicated to promoting school choice.  
 

While it remains to be seen what impact 
DeVos’s position will have on charter 
schools, she worked toward the passage 
of Michigan’s charter school law in the 
1990’s.  She and her husband started a 
PAC which championed charter schools. 
Additionally, the couple started the All 
Children Matter PAC, the purpose of 
which is to promote school vouchers, 
provide tax credits to businesses that 
provide private school scholarships, and 
provide support to candidates that 

support these causes. 

 
 
Spotlight on Rebecca Nassar 
 

End of the 
Calendar Year 

Reminders 
 

Though your school’s 

fiscal year runs from July 

1st through June 30th, 

some calendar year end 

dates are worth noting.   
 

If your board’s sponsor 

contract is due to expire 

June 30, 2017, and you 

do not wish to renew, you 

must so notify your 

sponsor by December 

31st.  Your sponsor should 

be notifying you soon 

whether they have elected 

to renew.  By law, they 

must notify you by 

January 15th.   

 

Similarly, if your board’s 

management agreement 

is due to expire June 30, 

2017, your agreement 

may require 180 days or 6 

months advance notice of 

your intent to non-renew 

so that automatic renewal 

provisions do not take 

effect.  If that is the case 

for your board, you may 

wish to notify your current 

operator by December 

31st of your intent to non-

renew so that you 

preserve your right to at 

least negotiate new terms.    

____ 
 

This publication is provided 

for informational purposes 

only. The information 

contained herein does not 

constitute legal advice nor 

does it create an attorney-

client relationship.  For more 

information about the 

contents of this publication or 

for legal services contact: 

Amy E. Goodson, Esq. 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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