
    

Legal Update 

DOPR standards 

 DOPR is the common acronym for 
Drop-Out Prevention & Recovery.  
Dropout recovery schools are focused 
on assisting the most at-risk students 
earn high school diplomas. 

The state school board recently 
approved changes to the standards for 
the local report cards for DOPR 
schools. The new measures will result 
in lower grades for many DOPR 
schools throughout Ohio.   

Under past measures, DOPR schools 
needed to graduate 8% percent of 
students in four years to meet 
expectations.  Under the revised 
standards, DOPR schools will need to 
graduate 25% to meet expectations.  

The new standards will also raise the 
qualifications for designation as a 
DOPR school.  Previously, a school 
had to “primarily” serve dropout or at-
risk students to qualify for the DOPR 
designation.  “Primarily” had been 
interpreted to mean just over 50% of 
the school’s students. The state will 
now require 65% of a school’s 
students be at-risk in order for the 
school to qualify for a DOPR report 
card in 2019-2020 and 75% for the 
2020-2021 school year. 

 

 

Education Legislation 

Early this month the Governor signed 
two laws that will impact community 
schools.   
 

HB 87 provides that schools whose 
enrollment increased at least 20% due 
to student transfers from the now 
closed ECOT would not be subject to 
closure for low academic performance 
caused by these “displaced enrollees”. 
 

SB 216 requires the state 
superintendent to recommend to a 
joint legislative committee clearer 
definitions of many of the terms that 
proved unclear and problematic in the 
ECOT situation such as: 
(1)”Documentation of online learning”; 
(2) “Idle time”; (3) "Educational" and 
"noneducational"; & (4) "Participation." 
 

SB 216 also changes the “105 hour 
automatic withdrawal rule.”  
Community schools will now be 
required to withdraw a student after 
he/she is absent without excuse for 72 
consecutive hours, rather than the 
former 105 consecutive hours. 
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Schools 
Prohibited from 
Starting Before 

Labor Day? 
 

Two bills are currently 
pending in the Ohio 
General Assembly which 
would require schools to 
start after Labor Day. HB 
549 and SB 34 propose to 
make state education 
funding dependent on 
students not starting until 
after the holiday.   
 
However, both allow 
schools to opt out of the 
requirement by holding a 
board meeting at which 
the public can provide 
input on the matter.   
 
Recreation and tourism 
industry representatives 
support the bills and say 
their polls show parent 
and community support of 
the later start date. Many 
local school districts 
oppose it stating that the 
school calendar should be 
a local, not state, decision. 
Educators cite concerns 
regarding testing 
timeframes.   
 
While the current bill 
versions propose the 
prohibition to take effect 
for the 2018-2019 school 
year, both bills are still 
pending in committee and 
will not be enacted in time 
for this school year.   
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A school must establish each 
student’s expected progress 
using the OELPA test.  The 
points a student earns in a 
current year are compared to the 
prior years’ points to determine 
whether the expected progress 
was met.  The school will receive 
credit for each student that 
meets or exceeds the expected 
progress. Once a student scores 
in the proficient range on the 
test, the student is reclassified 
and is no longer an “English 
Learner”. The school will also 
receive credit for those students 
who are reclassified after having 
received a proficient score.  
 
This video explains some of the 
new report card calculations: 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=8z92-97Fgks 

  

 
 

The Ohio School Local Report 
Cards will include new measures 
as well as changes to existing 
calculations. 
 
Chronic Absenteeism: 
Beginning in 2018, a measure of 
students who are chronically 
absent will be included in the 
Indicators Met measure.  The 
federal Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) requires each state 
to include at least one 
nonacademic measure of school 
quality or student success on its 
report cards.  Ohio will use the 
Chronic Absenteeism indicator to 
fulfill this requirement. Chronic 
absenteeism is defined as 
missing 10% or more of the 
school year including excused 
and unexcused absences and 
out-of-school suspensions.   

Title of One of the Topics  
Schools can meet this measure 
in three ways: first, if the 
percentage is at or below the 
2018 threshold of 13.6 percent 
(this threshold will increase 
annually); second, by making 1.1 
percentage points of 
improvement; third, by making a 
3 percent improvement across 
the two most recent years. 
 
English Learner Progress: 
The English learning progress -
gap closing component shows 
the progress English language 
learners are making toward 
English proficiency.  Schools 
have been administering the 
Ohio English Language 
Proficiency Assessment 
(OELPA), but this is the first year 
scores will be in the graded 
component of local report cards. 

Q & A 
 
Q: I heard the Ohio Department of 
Education was slated to be 
dissolved and its powers put under 
the governor’s control.  Is that true?   
 
A: House Bill 512, in fact, proposes 
that the Department of Education 
merge with the Department of 
Higher Education and the 
Governor’s Office of Workforce 
Transformation into a new agency 
under the governor’s control.  
However, strong opposition has 

shelved the bill, at least for now.  

Currently, ODE is overseen by the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
a position hired by the State Board of 
Education.  The State Board is 
comprised of a mix of publicly elected 
members and governor appointees.  
Opponents of HB 512 argue the bill 
puts too much control with the 
governor.  Proponents argue that the 
merger would streamline processes, 
improve communications, and better 
prepare students for the future.   
 

The bill could be revived this fall 
during the post-election lame duck 
session. 
 

 
 
Local Report Card Changes  
 

  

 
 

Charter School 
Acronym of the 

Month 
 

 

Two Acronyms you may 
notice on your board 
meeting agendas recently 
involve the appointment of 
an EMIS and SOES 
designee.   
 
EMIS-Education 
Management Information 
System is a statewide data 
collection system for Ohio's 
primary and secondary 
education, including 
demographic information, 
attendance, course 
information, financial data, 
and test results.   
 
SOES - School Options 
Enrollment System 
application is used by 
community schools, STEM 
schools and resident 
districts for determination 
of student enrollment and 
residency.  This system 
allows resident districts to 
review the residency of 
students being reported by 
community and STEM 
schools and determine 
whether the student is truly 
a resident of their district 
and approve or set 
contention flags.  The 
application allows the 
charter and STEM districts 
to view resident district 
comments and flagging.   

____ 
 
 

This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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