
    

Legal Update 

 

 
 
 

Truancy and 
Suspension 

Updates 
 

House Bill 410 was 
passed in order to support 
schools in preventing 
excessive absences and 
truancy. 
 
All schools must revise 
their policies for the 2017-
2018 school year to 
include the new absence 
definitions and outline the 
interventions and plans 
the school will use to 
address excessive 
absences.  Schools must 
establish absence 
intervention teams and 
attempt to engage 
parents.  
 
HB 410 also prohibits 
schools from suspending 
or expelling a student for 
missing too many days of 
school.  Additionally, a 
suspension can no longer 
be carried over into the 
next school year.  Instead, 
the school can require the 
student to perform 
community service or 
alternate program equal to 
the amount of days of the 
suspension. This change 
will require an update to 
most schools’ suspension 
and expulsion policy.   
 

 
 

Ohio Budget Bill 

 

 

The state’s new biennium budget bill 
contained several education related 
provisions.   
 

The budget increased schools’ per 
student funding by $10 to $6,010 for 
this fiscal year and another $10 per 
student to $6,020 for fiscal year 2019.  
The budget kept the facility funding the 
same with allocations of $200 per 
student to brick and mortar charter 
schools and $25 per student for e-
schools. 
 

Under the new law, ODE is required to 
submit for review to the Joint 
Education Oversight Committee 
(JEOC) by May 1st of each year a 
manual containing the requirements 
the Department intends to use to 
review student enrollment/FTE.  The 
manual must contain the standards, 
procedures, and timelines to be used.  
ODE must provide a detailed summary 
of changes from the previous year’s 
manual and hold a public hearing 
regarding the changes.  If the JEOC 
determines the proposed changes to 
be ineffective ODE will be required to 
use the previous year’s standards. 
 

The bill made several updates 
regarding the sponsor performance 
review.  ODE will now be required to 
annually place on its website the 
sponsor performance review (SPR)  
intends to use for the next review 

it intends to use for the next review 
period. ODE will be required to specify 
changes it intends to make to the 
process and provide training each year 
to sponsors.   Sponsors will also now be 
allowed a 10 day period in which they 
can review the rating information and 
appeal requesting corrections. (Former 
law only allowed sponsors rated “poor” 
to appeal and did not allow any review 
period.) Governor Kasich vetoed a 
provision in the bill that would have 
required ODE to recognize student 
growth as more important than 
proficiency by weighing student 
progress at 60% of the total academic 
performance component.   
 

The governor also vetoed a provision 
that would have allowed Educational 
Service Centers (ESCs) which received 
an “effective” rating to sponsor schools 
anywhere in the state.  Due to the veto, 
ESCs are still only able to sponsor 
schools located in their county or a 
contiguous one.   
 

Kasich vetoed another charter 
authorization provision – one proposed 
to allow sponsors who were rated poor 
in 2015-16 to sponsor schools this 
coming school year if they scored 3 out 
of 4 in the academic component. 
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The new system also allows 
graduation for students who 
complete a 4-course career 
technical training program and: 
-  earn 12 points of credentials 

-  work 250+ hours with positive 
evaluations, or 

- score proficient on technical 
exams 

 

The Ohio Senate introduced 
the changes based on 
recommendations from the 
state board of education and a 
work group of stakeholders, 
including high school teachers, 
administrators, representatives 
from higher education, and 
members of the business 
community. Educators feared 
that nearly 30% of students 
would not have met the 
graduation requirements in 
2018 without changes.  
 

By signing the state’s biennium 
budget bill on June 30th, 
Governor Kasich approved 
some significant changes to 
Ohio graduation requirements. 
 
At the urging of many 
educators, the new system 
recommended by the state 
board of education and 
adopted into legislation takes 
the emphasis off of high-stakes 
tests.  Under the current 
system students graduating in 
2018 need to score 18 of 35 
points on end-of-course exams.  
While the change will eliminate 
the need for students to score 
the 18 points, students will still 
need to earn course credits and 
take the exam, including 
retaking math and English tests 
on which they only sored a 1 or 
2 of the total 5 points.   
   
 

Title of One of the Topics  
One of the new graduation 
pathways allows student who 
do not score the requisite 
points on end-of-course exams 
to graduate if they meet two of 
nine other requirements: 
 
- 93% attendance senior year 

- 2.5 GPA in 4 senior courses 

- Complete  capstone project 

- 120 hours of service 

- 3 credits College Credit Plus 

- AP exam passage or 
International Baccalaureate 
class or exam 

- Score level 3 on each of the 
WorkKeys test components 

- 3 points in  industry 
credentials 

- Receive Ohio Means Jobs 
readiness seal 

 
 Q & A 

 
Q: What are the requirements for 
board member background 
checks?   
 
A: Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, 
sponsor contracts must include a 
provision that requires all governing 
authority members to comply with 
criminal record check requirements. 
 
Upon initial appointment to a 
community school board, a 
background check that has been 
conducted within the previous year 
must be submitted to the sponsor.  
and submitted to the sponsor.   
 
 

 

Both an Ohio BCI&I and FBI check must 
be completed and the reason for the 
check must specify R.C. 3319.39 or “care 
of children”. 
 
While the report of the criminal records 
check is not a public record, the reports 
may be turned over to the sponsor.  
Additionally, many sponsors require the 
records to be held at the school for review 
during compliance site visits.   
 
Governing authorities are permitted to 
reimburse the cost of the check upon the 
presentation of a receipt and passing a 
resolution or policy authorizing 
reimbursement. 
 

 
 
Pathways to Graduation 
 

  

 
 

Test Data 
 
Preliminary test data from 
the 2016-2017 school year 
has been released.  Be 
sure to ask to see your 
school’s test data 
 

Opening 
Assurances 

 
 

The 2017-2018 school 
years is underway with 
many schools opening this 
month.  Opening 
assurances are a 
necessary part of the new 
school year commencing.  
These assurances must be 
completed at least ten days 
prior to your school’s first 
day for students.  (Some 
sponsors require 
assurances be complete 
even before this timeframe, 
so consult your specific 
contract.) 
 
Some opening assurance 
items include: 
- building lease or proof of   
   ownership 
- occupancy permits if the  
   school has made recent   
   renovations or will be in   
   its first year in the  
   building 
- health and safety  
  inspection 
- fire inspections 
- emergency plans 
- liability insurance 

____ 
 

This publication is provided for 

informational purposes only. 

The information contained 

herein does not constitute 

legal advice nor does it create 

an attorney-client relationship.  

For more information about 

the contents of this publication 

or for legal services contact: 

amy@amygoodsonlaw.com 

330.962.6776 

www.amygoodsonlaw.com 
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